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The 2022 session gives the Florida Legislature its first 
opportunity to keep the promise, the promise it made in 
2021 to stop the sweeps of the Sadowski State and Local 
Housing Trust Funds.

Senate Bill 2512, enacted in the 2021 Session, changed 
the doc stamp formula, permanently diverting one-half 
of the Sadowski Trust funds for programs that the Senate 
President, the Speaker of the House, and the bill sponsors in 
both chambers characterized as related to making affordable 
housing available, namely the Resilient Florida Grant program 
and the Wastewater Grant program, both administered by 
the Department of Environmental Protection.  Along with that 
permanent diversion of half the funds from Florida’s Sadowski 
Act housing programs, came the long sought-after statutory 
promise that no housing trust funds would be swept after 
July 1, 2021. 1

A combination of the Governor’s veto of $40 million in State 
Apartment Incentive Loan Fund (SAIL) monies, the increase in 
collections above projections, and the accumulated interest, 
is resulting in total Sadowski State and Local Housing Trust 
Funds of more than $355 million available for appropriation 
in the 2022 session.  

Those funds would be for the State Housing Initiatives 
Partnership program, commonly known as SHIP, and for the 
SAIL program.  Both SHIP and SAIL are exemplary housing 
programs.  SHIP provides flexibility and accountability for 
the largest homegrown housing program in Florida and 
serves as a model for the nation.  The sweeps of the Sadowski 
Trust Funds for close to two decades have been from SHIP, 
denying approximately $3 billon in housing funds to Florida’s 
workforce and its most vulnerable residents living on fixed 
incomes, such as seniors, and people with disabilities. SAIL 
provides low-income gap financing to developers building 
affordable rental apartments.  
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Permanently losing half the Sadowski housing program funds 
was a blow for every housing advocate in the state, from 
faith-based organizations to the business community.  But for 
the Florida Realtors, it was a blow that caused them to take 
drastic action.  The Florida Realtors launched a Constitutional 
Amendment Campaign in June to embed housing funding in 
the Florida Constitution.  When the Realtors abandoned their 
Constitutional Amendment campaign in early September, 
they announced their intention to create a new housing 
program.  The Realtors initiative to create a program to help 
“Hometown Heroes,” described as teachers, nurses, law 
enforcement, and the like, to purchase homes can be found 
in SB 788.  The funding for this program would not come 
from the doc stamps, which are the source of funding for 
the Sadowski funded housing programs. The proposal for 

Endnotes
1.  201.15(5)  Notwithstanding s. 215.32(2)(b)4.a., funds distributed to the State Housing Trust Fund and the Local Government Housing Trust Fund 
pursuant to paragraph (4)(c) may not be transferred to the General Revenue Fund in the General Appropriations Act. 

a new program would be in addition to SHIP, which already 
provides home purchase for the same population but does 
not limit funding to home purchase, and includes lower paid  
frontline workers.

The Sadowski Coalition, comprised of 32 statewide 
organizations, including the Florida Realtors, does not 
support using Sadowski funds for any purposes other than 
those currently codified and commonly known as Sadowski 
Trust Fund programs. The funding for this new program 
would have to come from funds other than Sadowski 
Housing Trust Funds.  The Sadowski Coalition and the 
thousands of Sadowski Affiliates have a unified message for 
the 2022 Legislative session: Keep the Promise!
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