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AGENDA

• Hurricane Ian Response

• Announcements

• Emergency Preparedness 
from the Center for 
Independent Living 



Update on Hurricane Ian Response

Mary Williams 

Disaster Housing Coordinator

Florida Division of Emergency 

Management
Mary.Williams@em.myflorida.com

Diana Rothesmith
diana.rothesmith@iem.com

Chris Smith
chris.smith@iem.com

mailto:Douglas.Roberts@em.myflorida.com
mailto:diana.rothesmith@iem.com
mailto:chris.smith@iem.com


Disaster Impacted Counties UPDATED

• Brevard

• Charlotte

• Collier

• Desoto

• Flagler

• Hardee

• Hendry

• Highlands

• Hillsborough

• Lake

• Lee

• Manatee

• Monroe

• Okeechobee

• Orange

• Osceola

• Pinellas

• Palm Beach

• Polk

• Putnam

• Sarasota

• Seminole

• St. Johns

• Volusia



Disaster Impacted Counties UPDATED



Apply for 
FEMA 

Individual 
Assistance



Report from Thursday Meeting

Informational Meeting for Faith-Based Groups, 
Social Services and Housing Providers

• Recording: https://vimeo.com/760109304

https://vimeo.com/760109304


Hurricane Ian 
Insurance Topics

Lisa Miller, advocate and 

former Florida Deputy 

Insurance Commissioner  
LisaMiller@LisaMillerAssociates.com

mailto:LisaMiller@LisaMillerAssociates.com


Insurance Statistics

https://www.floir.com/home/ian

https://www.floir.com/home/ian


https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/6398144348561510155

Successful Homeownership Initiatives 

October 18 at 2:00 pm



https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/5638106935861500685

Mixed-Income Rental Housing

October 19 at 2:00 pm



Registration: 
https://attendee.
gotowebinar.com
/register/818087
9307698198800

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/8180879307698198800


Using Publicly Owned Lands for 
Affordable Housing

November 1 at 2:00 pm
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/8695645363055554059

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/8695645363055554059


https://fhc.wildapricot.org/event-4917205 

WORKSHOP: The Credit Underwriting 
Process for Affordable Housing

November 3 from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm
LOCATION: Hilton Tampa Westshore 



And Now…
The Posting of the PowerPoint

• PowerPoint is available in Chat

Looks 

Great!



Andrea Melvin, MHS, CRC, CVE
Ocala Satellite Office Manager
Center for Independent Living of 
North Central Florida
(352) 368-3788 ext. 1011 phone 
amelvin@cilncf.org

123@ssaihq.com

Emergency Preparedness from the 
Center for Independent Living 

mailto:julianne.liu@ssaihq.com


Center for Independent Living of North Central 
Florida

Serving 16 Counties from 2 locations: 

Gainesville and Ocala



Who are we?

◼ The CIL is a 501 (c) (3) Private not –for-profit 
organization

◼ We are committed to the principles of the 
independent living philosophy

◼ 51 % people with disabilities comprise 
governing Board of Directors and staff

◼ Service to people on a cross disability basis

◼ Serve 16 counties in North Central Florida



CILs Statewide

https://floridasilc.org/county-
directory/



Mission Statement

◼ To empower people with disabilities to 
achieve their goals for independence.

We carry out our mission by advocating 
for and improving:
◼ Community inclusion

◼ Access to services and resources

◼ Civil rights and equality

◼ 40 years of service



Five Core Services

◼ Independent Living Skills

◼ Promote quality of life by teaching 
daily living skills



Five Core Services

◼ Peer Support

◼ Individual and group activities that are 
consumer controlled



Five Core Services

◼ Advocacy

◼ Individual advocacy

◼Defend individual choices

◼ Systems advocacy

◼ Protection of Civil Rights



Five Core Services

◼ Information and Referral

◼ Provide information on all aspects of 
disability issues and independent living



Five Core Services

◼ Transition
◼ High school graduates into Certification/Post-

Secondary Education, Vocational Training, 
and/or Employment

◼ Individuals out of Nursing Homes



Supportive Programs

◼ In support of our five core services 
the CIL also provides the following 
programs:



Supplemental Services

◼ Emergency Preparedness

◼Disaster Planning Staff

◼ Shelter Accessibility Training

◼ Ensuring People with Disabilities are included 
in the disaster planning process

◼ Providing “victims” with disabilities for disaster 
drills

◼ Evaluating drills regarding disability issues





Emergency Preparedness Events

SPEAKING AT THE 
CONFERENCE

We are speaking at the FL Governor's 
Hurricane Conference

FEMA PARTNERSHIP

Partnering with FEMA after Hurricane 
IRMA

EMERGENCY PREP. EXPO

Working together to help people with 
disabilities prepare for disasters



Supplemental Services

◼ Emergency Preparedness (cont.)

◼ People with Disabilities

◼ Educational Materials

◼ Conferences/trainings/expos

◼ Supply kits

◼ Special Needs Registry

◼ Evacuation procedures

◼ Emergency Action Plan



Employment Services and 
Solutions

◼ Vocational Evaluation

◼ Self-Advocacy Training

◼ Pre-Placement Skills Training:

◼ Resume/Application/Interview

◼ Job skills

◼ Job Development and 

Placement:

◼ Partnership development

◼ Accommodations

◼ Job coaching



ADA Paratransit Screenings

◼ Access to door to door service

◼ Marion Transportation

◼ Access to Sun Tran fixed route system

◼ Must have a documented disability

◼ Professional verification required

◼ Physician

◼ Social Worker

◼ OT/PT

◼ Rehab Counselor

◼ ARNP



Sign Language Interpreting 
Services

◼ Services are available 24 hours a day, 7 days a 
week

◼ Sign language interpreters are provided in a 
variety of venues

◼ Title III states that public accommodations are 
required to provide qualified interpreters to 
ensure effective communication



High School High Tech

◼ Promoting technology related careers for students with 

disabilities:
◼ Transition and enrichment program

◼ Available to students age 14-22

◼ Goals:

◼ High School graduation

◼ Post secondary education

◼ Employment



DME Closet

◼ Durable medical equipment available:

◼ Wheelchairs

◼ Walkers

◼ Sliding Boards (new only)

◼ Canes

◼ Shower Chairs (new only)

◼ Equipment can be 

loaned out indefinitely 

based on need.



Wheelchair Ramps

◼ Grant funded

◼ Volunteer organized

◼ We receive up to 80 requests per year, but are 
only able to build about 30



Accessibility Studies

◼ Technical assistance 

◼ Advocacy

◼ Address barriers in the community



Disability Awareness 
Training

◼ Emphasis on people first language

◼ Proper etiquette

◼ Provided to:

◼ Government agencies

◼ Educators

◼ Social service staff

◼ Businesses

◼ Transit staff

◼ Supervisor of Elections Photo Courtesy of FODH



FAAST

◼ Statewide program that provides 
consumers with a variety of devices to 
improve quality of life.

◼ Assistive technology devices including:
visual aids, hearing aids, automatic pill 
dispensers, and more!

◼ Device loans and financial loan programs

◼ Device demonstrations, education, and 
technical support



To learn more about us

◼ Visit our website at www.cilncf.org

◼ Tony Delisle, Executive Director

◼ Andrea Melvin, Ocala Satellite Office 
Manager

◼ 2760 SE 17th St., Suite 300 

Ocala, FL 34471

◼352-368-3788

◼352-629-0098 (fax)

http://www.cilncf.org/


Next Week’s Training

Post-Disaster Temporary Housing from 
Crisis Housing Solutions

October 21 at 1:30 pm
Register at

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_28xAkLXASICvqP7v3oVJzQ

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_28xAkLXASICvqP7v3oVJzQ


Technical Assistance is Available

Available Daily: 1 (800) 677-4548

Options for Further Assistance Include:
Phone and Email consultation

Site Visits

Register at www.flhousing.org for:
Webinars and Other Events

http://www.flhousing.org/


Thank You!

Gladys Cook

cook@flhousing.org

Michael Chaney

chaney@flhousing.org

Dayna Lazarus

lazarus@flhousing.org

mailto:cook@flhousing.org
mailto:chaney@flhousing.org
mailto:chaney@flhousing.org



