
4   THE FLORIDA HOUSING COALITION   |   FLHOUSING.ORG

legislation

Association to the roster of 41 statewide organizations 
comprising the Sadowski Coalition. This is indicative of the 
growing prioritization from the business community for an 
increase in the production and preservation of housing 
affordable to Florida’s workforce.

The following two pages begin with  highlights of the two 
primary Sadowski Act housing programs – SHIP and SAIL – 
followed by a list of all the members of the Sadowski Coalition 
organized by type of organization. The Sadowski Coalition 
speaks with one voice on affordable housing. For the 2023 
Legislative Session, that voice calls upon the Legislature to use 
all the Sadowski funds pursuant to the Sadowski Act and to 
recognize that Sadowski funds are a floor and not a ceiling for 
funding housing programs in Florida.

While funding is key for closing the gap between what housing 
costs to build and what Florida’s households can afford for 
paying rent or buying a home, the Florida Housing Coalition 
works daily through the Catalyst Program, also funded by 
the Sadowski Act, to help bring down the cost of housing by 
providing best practices at the regional and local level for land 
use planning, regulatory reform, and tools like community land 
trusts to preserve land for affordable housing in perpetuity.    

We look forward to a great 2023 Legislative Session for housing.

Senate President Kathleen Passidomo has an impressive 
record as an advocate for Sadowski funding. She was the first 
Republican sponsor of the “stops the sweeps” bill to prevent 
the Legislature from using Sadowski funds for purposes other 
than affordable housing, and in the 2021 session, she was part 
of the leadership team that put an end to the sweeps. There is 
little doubt that housing advocates can depend upon the new 
Senate President to champion solutions for meeting the state’s 
housing needs.  

“My number one priorit y is 
[addressing] the lack of safe, 
affordable housing for the workers 
in our state…we have so many 
families, particularly young workers 
that have young families, that have 
to travel sometimes an hour, an 
hour and a half to get to work, 
and that just disrupts home life.”  
–Tampa Bay Times, November 11, 2022.

Similarly, House Speaker Paul Renner has also been supportive 
of housing, citing the shared desire to make housing more 
attainable in Florida, and has expressed an urgency around 
addressing our state’s housing affordability issues.

Both our leaders have made housing a priority for their 
leadership terms. 

With Jaimie Ross’ retirement, I have stepped up to facilitate the 
Sadowski Coalition. I am a longtime Florida Housing Coalition 
Executive Committee member, was the first executive 
director for what is now known as the Florida Housing Finance 
Corporation, and an original member of the Sadowski 
Coalition from 1992 when the Act passed. Currently, I am the 
Executive Director for Florida Association of Local Housing 
Finance Authorities. Together, with Bascom Communications, 
we started the State of Housing newsletter last spring, which is 
emailed to all Legislators every other week. 

The Sadowski Coalition continues to grow. Prior to the start 
of the 2023 Session, we added the Florida Restaurant and 
Lodging Association and the Florida Transportation Builders’ 
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Mark Hendrickson president of The Hendrickson 
Company, is past Chair and serves as Executive 
Committee member for the Florida Housing Coalition. 
As its first Chief Executive Officer, he led the way in 
creation of the Sadowski Act. 

MARK HENDRICKSON
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