What Happens to a Vision?
The William E. Sadowski Affordable Housing Act

The Sadowski/Workforce Housing
Coalition hosted a press conference
and Housing Rally to emphasize the
importance of spending housing
trust fund money on housing.
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housing security and opportunity to the people of Florida.
The Sadowski Act established a
clever and unique structure by
building a state housing trust fund that addresses
fundamental issues within the housing market while
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stamp tax to a statewide housing trust fund connected the prosperity of the state to the need to maintain
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safe, decent, and affordable housing for those in the
workforce and those unable to afford market rate
housing. This is now the most common revenue
source of the 38 states with state housing trust funds.
Florida did indeed create the largest housing trust
fund in the country—fitting, it would seem, for a state
with one of the most active real estate markets in the
country. Yet even today a minimum wage worker earning an hourly wage of $6.79 must work 107 hours a
week to afford the fair market rent for a two-bedroom
apartment. Regardless, the State decided to divert
funds dedicated to the trust funds and, in 2007, cap
the amount of revenues the trust funds could receive.
Not because Florida adequately met the housing needs
of its residents, but because priority was given to
doing other things with this money.

Florida, through its housing trust funds, has built
an impressive infrastructure to support affordable
housing, increasing capacity and innovation in the
field. Housing opportunities were provided, neighborhoods were revitalized, families made more secure
and allowed to prosper. And other state expenditures
were spared: families moving into safe and decent
housing experienced less critical health care emergencies; their children did better in school; perhaps
getting to work required less driving or even allowed
taking public transit; and laying roots in a community
increased security for all. The return on the quality of
life is immeasurable.
And now with the state facing severe housing
conditions through record breaking foreclosures,
displacements, and a growing homeless population,

even more funds may be taken. This is not the time to
cut our investment in affordable housing. Too many
families are on the edge of financial collapse; too
many jobs are disappearing. Investing in affordable
housing is good fiscal policy. Housing trust funds create jobs; add to the tax base through property tax,
sales tax, income tax and more. In fact, studies have
shown the return on investment in affordable housing is
real and substantial. And, indeed housing and homeless
advocates in Florida have done just this in their report,
“The Economic Impact of the Sadowski Act.”
One cannot help but wonder what happens to a vision.
If the William E. Sadowski Affordable Housing Act
was a good idea in 1992, why is it mediocre now when
families are struggling to find an affordable place to
live in one of the most devastating economic periods
of our country?

Why would elected officials choose this year to renege
on funds committed to a model program, admired
throughout the country—a program that addresses a
critical need fundamental to the health of every community and that provides a concrete return on the
state’s investment. You got me. And I hope other
states don’t look for Florida as a model, should they
make that choice.
Mary E. Brooks, Director, Housing Trust Fund Project
Center for Community Change
mbrooks@communitychange.org
*National Low Income Housing Coalition, “Out of Reach, 2008.” www.nlihc.org/oor/oor2008/.

HOUSING DAY RALLY AT THE CAPITOL
APRIL 15 TH, 2009 AT 1:00PM
ON THE STEPS OF THE OLD CAPITOL FACING THE NEW CAPITOL-COME ALONE OR WITH A GROUP
THE FLORIDA HOUSING COALITION
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